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are any certain power of nunibers increafing in arith- 
metical proportion. But it is needlefs particularly to 
infill upon thefe, becaufe one inftance is fufEcient to 
fhew that thofe methods are not to be depended 
upon, from which a conclufion follows that is not 
exact* 



XLIV. An Account of the InfeSi called the 
Vegetable Fly : by William Watfon, M. £). 

J? D Q 

Mt X\< tJt 

To the Royal Society, 

Gentlemen, 

Read Nov. 24* *' | 'HE beginning of laft month, I re- 
' ^^^* JL chived a letter from our learned and 
ingenious member Dr.Huxham of Plymouth^ in which 
among other things he informed me, that he lately had, 
by permiffion of commiffioner Rogers, obtained a fight 
of what is called the vegetable fly ^ with the following 
defcription of it ; both which he had from Mr. New- 
man, an officer of general Duroure's regiment, who 
came from the ifland Dominica. As this defcription 
feemed to the dodtor exceedingly curious, he has fent 
it me, exadtly tranfcribed from Mr. Newman's ac- 
count, and is as follows. 

" The vegetable fly is found in the ifland Dominica, 
** and (excepting that it has no wings) refembles the 
« drone both in fmc and colour more than any other 
" Englilli infed:. In the month of May it buries itfelf 
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in the earthi and begins to vegetate. By the latter 
end of July the tree is arrived at it's full growth, 
'^ and refembles a coral branch -, and is about three 
inches high, and bears feverar little pods, which 
dropping off become worms, and from thence 
flies, like the Englifh caterpillar." An account of 
this extraordinary produdlion, fimilar to the above, 
was given to Dr. Huxham by captain Gafcoign, who 
lately commanded the ,Dublin man of war, which 
hath been at Dominica. The doftor fubjoins, that 
poflibly I may have heard of this fly ; or feen it in 
the colleftions of the Britifh Mufeum, or Royal So- 
ciety ; but, if it is in neither, he believes he can pro- 
cure it to be fent to the Royal Society. 

Though the dddtor can by no means think the 
above relation true in all it's circumflances, yet he 
is perfuaded there is fomething of reality in it ; which 
perhaps further accounts and obfervations may fet 
in a full and true light : though at prefent, as repre- 
fented, it feems quite repugnant to the ufual order of 
nature. 

As I had never feen this produdion myfelf, but 
had been informed that dodor Hill had had the ex- 
amination of fome of them, I wrote to that gen-^ 
tleman to defire to be itrfbrmed of the refult of his 
enquiries. To which he very obligingly fent me the 
following anfwer. 

'' When colonel Melvil brought thefe flies from 
" Guadalupe, lord Bute fent me the box of them to 
*« examine. The refult was this. ThereisinMar- 
<< tinique a fungus of the Clavaria kind, different 
« in fpecies from thofe hitherto known. It produces 
^' foboles from its fides. I called it therefore Gla- 

" varia 
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^^ varia Sobolifera. It grows on putrid animal bodies, 
** as our fungus ex pede equino from the dead horfes 
«< hoof. 

" The Cicada is common in Martinique, and in 
^* it's nympha ftate, in which the old authors call it 
*^ Tettigometra, it buries itfelf under dead leaves to 
^* wait it's change ; and when the feafon is unfavour- 
** able, many peri(h- The feeds of the Clavaria find a 
^' proper bed on this dead infed, and grow. 

*^ The Tettigometra is among the Cicadae in the 
*^ Britiih Mufeum : the Clavaria is juft now known. 

" This you may be affured is the fad, and all the 
^^ fa£t ; though the untaught inhabitants fuppofe a 
" fly to vegetate; and though there exifts a Spanifli 

drawing of the plant^'s growing into a tri-foliate tree; 

and it has been figured with the creature flying 

with this tree upon its back. 

" So wild are the imaginations of Man; fochafl:c 
*« and uniform is Nature !'* 

Commiflioner Rogers, at Dr. Huxham's defire, 
has prefented this extraordinary production to the 
Royal Society, and it now lies before you. 

A careful examination of it feems to confirm, to 
me at leaft:, Dr. HiU's opinion of the manner of this 
phaenomenon's being produced. 

The ingenious Mr. * Edwards has taken notice of 
this extraordinary production, m his Gleanings of Na^- 
turd Hijioryy and has given us a figure of it in that 
elegant work. 

There is in the Britiih Mufeum among the Ci- 
cadas one, nearly refembling the animal part of the 

* VoL IIL page 262, plate 335, 
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produdion before you 5 but it came from the Eafl 
Indies. There is likewife from the Weft Indies, in 
its perfect or winged ftate, the infed, of which this 
produdion is believed to be the nympha. [Vid. Tab. 

I am with all poffible regard. 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

LIncoln's-Inn Fields, 
Nov. 15, 1763. 

William Watfon. 



XLV. An Attempt to explain a Punic In-- 
fcriptiony lately difcovered in the Ijland of 
Malta. In a Letter to the Reverend Thomss 
Birch, D. D. Secret. R. E. from the Reve-- 
rend John Swintoo, B. D. of Chrift- 
Church J Oxon. F.R.S. and Member of the 
Etrufcan Academy (^/'Cortona in Tufcany. 

Good Sir, 
Read Nov. 24, TT Received fome months iince from the 
^^ ^ JL Honourable Mr. Lyttelton of Chrift- 
Church, fon to the Right Honourable the Lord Lyt- 
telton, a copy of a Punic infcription, lately difcovered 
in the ifland of Malta, fent me from Rome by Sig. 
Abate Venuti, antiquary to the Pope, and a gentle- 
man of profound erudition. This copy was inclofed 
in a letter to the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of 

CarUflej 



